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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney William Zimmerli on September 27, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, last line: 

The words "therefrom and a flexible material" have been changed to — outwardly from 
two sides of the plunger and the movable plunger further including a flexible material --. 
In claim 21, line 7: 

The words "a plurality of fingers extending therefrom" have been changed to ~ a central 
backbone with a plurality of fingers extending outwardly from opposing sides of the central 
backbone 

Claims 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 have been cancelled. 



Oath/Declaration 

The new Oath/Declaration filed August 29, 2007 has been acknowledged and approved. 
The correction sufficiently overcomes the objection noted in the previous Office action. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-22 and 28 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 1 is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: the movable plunger 
including a plurality of fingers extending outwardly from two sides of the plunger and the 
movable plunger further including a flexible material, in combination with the rest of the 
claimed limitations. 

Claim 4 is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: ... a pair of opposing 
input rollers located at the entrance to the pre-compression chamber, ...the plunger comprises a 
plurality of outwardly extending fingers and at least one of the guides has corresponding 
channels for intermeshing with the fingers, in combination with the rest of the claimed 
limitations. 

Claim 5 is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: .. the plunger 
comprises a plurality of outwardly extending fingers and at least one of the input rollers has 
corresponding channels in the surfaces thereof for intermeshing with the fingers, in combination 
with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

Claim 7 is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: .. the passageway 
inwardly tapered at least in a portion in proximity to the exit aperture, and the plunger 
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comprises a central backbone with plurality fingers extending outwardly from either side of the 
backbone, in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

Claim 21 is allowable because the art of record, considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: . . . a moveable plunger 
including a central backbone with plurality fingers extending outwardly from opposing sides of 
the central backbone, in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

Claim 22 is allowable because the art of record,considered alone or in combination, 
neither anticipates nor renders obvious a slipsheet compactor comprising: ... a first one of the 
input rollers having an arc length exposed in the pre-compression chamber longer than an 
exposed arc length of a second one of the input rollers, wherein the first one of the input rollers 
has a coefficient of friction lower than a coefficient of friction of the second one of the input 
rollers, in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

US 2,686,466 and US 5,910,079 are the closest prior art of record to the instant invention. 
These references disclose a press for pressing a flat material comprising a chamber having an 
entrance and an exit, a pair of rollers at the entrance of the chamber for feeding the material into 
a chamber and a plunger for sweeping a volume of the chamber between the entrance and the 
exit. But these references fail to disclose or suggest a plurality of fingers on the plunger. 
Therefore, claims 1, 4, 5, 7, and 21 contain allowable subject matter over these references. 

Newly cited US 6,715,410 to Boucher et al. discloses a baler comprising a plunger with a 
plurality of fingers extending therefrom (fig. 4). But Boucher does not disclose or suggest a pair 
of opposing input rollers located at the entrance to the pre-compression chamber. Therefore, it is 
concluded by the Examiner that claims 1-22 and 28 are allowable over the prior art of record. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4520. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am-5:00pm with alternating 
Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (571) 272- 4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JTNguyen 
September 28, 2007 




